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University has small, steady improvement in first-year retention rate
More freshmen who enroll at the
University are coming back for their
sophomore years here. But members of
the University Retention Committee
(URC) still have their work cut out for
them.
"There has been a small but steady
improvement in retention over the past
three years," says Susan B. Hannah,
assistant vice president for academic
affairs and chairperson of the committee.
"The overall first-year retention rate
increased from 74.6 percent in 1984-85
to 78.9 percent in 1987-88 (see Chart I)."
For the past five years, the committee
has monitored freshman retention rates
along several demographic, academic
performance
and academic program
dimensions. The data is used to develop
activities across the University designed
to improve freshman retention.
"The URC targets freshman retention
because research here and at other
institutions shows that more students
drop out of college after the first year
than at any other time," Hannah says.
Only about half the freshmen who
begin at the University each fall actually
graduate from Western.
Hannah notes that differences persist
among first-year retention rates by sex
and race (see Charts II and III). The
higher retention rate for women and the
lower retention rate for minority students
fit the national pattern.
Explanations, according to Hannah,
for the higher attrition of minority
students include: financial difficulties; a
sense of cultural and personal isolation
and, in some cases, hostility; weak high
school preparation and study skilIs; and a
variety of non-cognitive factors such as
the lack of a support person and
unrealistic expectations.
Information
on overall
freshman
retention rates and American College
Test scores shows that students who
leave look a lot like students who stay.
The distribution of ACT scores for those
who persist is similar to the distribution
for those who drop out (see Chart IV).
"It's not just the kids with the low
ACT scores that are dropping out,"
Hannah said. "More students leave the
University for non-academic
reasons
than leave because they are in academic
difficulty. "
She says it's also important to note
that the explanation
for academic
difficulty is often personal, and often
beyond the ability of the University to
affect.
"The challenge for the University is to
identify
where
we can make
a
difference," Hannah says.
Mail and telephone surveys and
analysis of the demographic, curriculum

and academic performance data at the
University and at other campuses have
compared students who persist with
those who drop out.
"This information helps us to better
understand
these
differences
more
thoroughly and thus suggest programs
the University could establish to improve
retention," Hannah says. "We know, for
example, that living on campus, having a
job, belonging to a student organization,
being successful academically, finding
friends, developing positive facultystudent relationships and experiencing
cooperative dealings with University
staff can affect the decision to stay or
leave."
During the past three years, the URC
and other University
groups have
initiated a number of efforts aimed at
helping new students develop academic,
social and personal "connections" that
will integrate them into the intellectual
and social life of the University.
Some of those efforts include:
the
University Curriculum and advising for
undecided students; the publication of
"Tips on Teaching and Learning" for
new and part-time faculty members; the
Care Squad; the Teaching Fellows
Program; the welcome button; the Spirit
Committee; the First Semester Campaign; University 10I; and the College
Support Services Offices.
Hannah says the major focus for the
coming year will be faculty-student
interaction, advising, minority retention
and school spirit.
The theme will
continue
to be
"connections"
connecting the new student to the
intellectual
and social life of the
University.
"We're putting together a videotape on
multicultural
communication
in the
classroom," she said, "and we're also
working with faculty who teach large
classes to see how we can make those
courses more effective."
Continued efforts will be channeled
into the College Support Services
Program, which provides for academic
counseling services for minority students
in six of the University's colleges.
The strategy will continue to be
University-wide, involving faculty, staff
and students, Hannah says.
"The improvements we've seen so far
are only because people from all areas at
the University are participating," she
says. "Raising the retention rate has to
do with improving the whole atmosphere
on campus and everybody, not just the
committee, needs to share in that
responsibility."
Persons with suggestions for the URC
should contact Hannah at 7-2381.
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AIDS brochure distributed to WMU community
Though it seems that information
about Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome has continually appeared in
the media, surveys indicate that many
Americans are still uncertain about how
AIDS is transmitted.
As part of an on-going campuswide
AIDS education commitment, the WMU
AIDS Task Force and the University
Wellness Committee have developed an
AIDS brochure for Western that is being
mailed to the home of every student,
faculty and staff member this week.
"We have called the brochure 'AIDS:
Protecting Each Other,''' said Christine
G.
Zimmer,
University
Wellness
Programs. "We ask that you read and
talk about the message that it carries with
your family members, co-workers and
friends.
We must all be clear about
behaviors that are risky and those casual
contacts that pose no risk at all."
The Centers for Disease Control
estimate that more than a quarter of a
million Americans will be diagnosed as
having AIDS some time in the next four
years.

"That means that AIDS probably will
touch all our lives in some way, whether
we experience it personally, or through a
family member, friend, classmate or
co-worker," Zimmer said. "Knowing the
facts about AIDS can help us protect
ourselves
by
avoiding
high-risk
behaviors that increase our chances of
becoming infected.
"It can also help us sort through our
feelings and fears so that we can -- with
compassion, sensitivity and support -live and work with others who have
AIDS," she continued.
Zimmer
said
the
University
community needs to make the most of
opportunities to provide information to
others that can protect it from AIDS and
from "unfounded fears that breed panic
and cruelty."
"AIDS education and .prevention is
everyone's
responsibility,"
she said.
"All of us need to confront our fears and
prejudices about AIDS and to begin
dealing with them in an open, supportive
atmosphere. "
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Dennison to address Presidential Scholars
Provost George M. Dennison will give
the address at the eighth annual
Presidential
Scholars
Convocation
Thursday, April 7, at the Fetzer Center.
He
will
speak
on
"Academic
Excellence."
During the event, 41 seniors will be
honored as WMU Presidential Scholars.
The award is Western's highest honor to
a senior. Seniors are nominated for the
award by faculty members of the
academic department in which they have
a major. They are selected on the basis
of
general
academic
excellence,
achievement
in
the
department's
programs and intellectual and/or artistic
promise.
Stanley S. Robin, president of the
Faculty
Senate,
will preside,
and
President
Haenicke
will
present
certificates to the scholars. The event,
descri.~~ as "t~ly a celebration of the

excellence of Western's students," is
sponsored by the Faculty Senate and the
Office of the President.
Each Presidential Scholar invites as
his or her guest a faculty member from
the department. Also invited to attend is
the recipient of Western's Distinguished
Faculty Scholar Award.
The Presidential Scholars Convocation
will begin with a reception at 5:30 p.m.,
followed by dinner and the program.

Reception planned for Kenz
A retirement reception for Herbert W.
Kenz,
student
financial
aid
and
scholarships, is scheduled for 2 to 5 p.m.
Thursday, April 14, at the Oaklands.
The University community is invited to
attend.
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Dick Gregory to address mentoring

TECH EXPO -- This wooden airplane assembly line was part of the College of
Engineering and Applied Sciences' annual technology exposition, TECH EXPO,
that took place March 25-26. The manufacturing
process assembled the small
planes from start to finish, complete with the aspiring pilot's initials. Here,
looking over the final product are, from left, Lori M. Fasbender, a junior from
Tecumseh; Jim P. Markward, a junior from Niles; and Duane D. Stibal, a senior
from Taylor. The event annually draws more than 2,000 persons to campus to
view the student displays.

A speech by comedian and human
rights activist
Dick Gregory
will
highlight a national conference
on
mentoring set for Monday and Tuesday,
April 18-19. in the Bernhard Student
Center.
Titled "Mentoring Students: Creating
Success through Caring," the conference
will
provide
an
opportunity
for
participants to exchange informatio!1 on
mentoring minority. women, nontraditional and handicapped students.
Gregory will speak at 7 p.m. Tuesday,
April 19. at a banquet concluding the
conference in the East Ballroom of the
student center.
Well-known for his
efforts toward peace, hunger and the
rights of American Indians, Gregory first
gained fame as an entertainer.
More
recently, he has received international
attention for the fasts that he goes on to
symbolize the suffering of oppressed
people and for the human rights causes
he has championed.
The conference also will include 34
sessions presented by individuals from
37 institutions
across the country.
Topics will range from "Development of
a Mentoring Program in Response to the
Needs of Mentees" to "Expanding the
Mentoring
Process
to Benefit the
Nontraditional Student."

Five faculty members awarded Middle East study tour
Four faculty members left last week
Canal, to desert .reclamation projects to
for a two-week study tour of Egypt
see how the country is using technology
sponsored by the National Council on
to reclaim arid regions and to Islamic
U.S.-Arab Relations. A fifth faculty
architectural
sites to view cultural
member has been awarded a month-long
preservation efforts.
trip to the Middle East for this summer.
Davis and Loeffler are both Middle
The four, who were among 12 East specialists in their fields and have
Michigan college professors to receive
traveled to the region previously.
the spring award are: Ronald W. Davis,
Ede wil1 spend his extended study tour
history; Alan J. Hovestadt, chairperson
this summer examining the Islamic
of counselor education and counseling
culture from a base in one of four
psychology; Erika Loeffler, anthropolpossible countries -- Egypt, Yemen,
ogy;
and
F.
William
McCarty,
Jordan or Tunisia.
chairperson of finance and commercial
An Islamic studies specialist, Ede
law. They are spending March 27-April
credits
Western's
commitment
to
10 in Egypt.
encouraging the study of other cultures
David A. Ede, religion, was awarded
for the University's strong showing in
an extended study tour to the area set for
this year's Malone Fellowship awards.
June 24-July 24.
"Because of Western's long history of
All five awards were made through the
requiring undergraduate coursework in
Joseph J. Malone Faculty Fellows
Program in Arab and Islamic Studies
sponsored by the council. This is the
first time the competitive awards have
Stephanie
A.
been made for spring travel. Previously
Demetrakopoulos,
only the longer summer awards were
English, has been
available.
named "Woman of
After traveling to Washington, D.C.,
Year"
by
for a day-long orientation program, the . the
WMU's Commisfbur faculty members continued on to
sion on the Status
Egypt where they are based at the
of Women.
American University in Cairo (AUC).
She will receive
There they will attend a series of 18
the award at a
lectures on Egyptian culture presented by
luncheon at noon
both Egyptian guest lecturers and AUC
Thursday, April 14,
faculty members.
in the Red Rooms Demetrakopoulos
"The lectures are designed to give us
of
the Bernhard Student Center. Seven
an overview of Egyptian life and culture.
nominees for the award also will be
The whole thrust is on Islam and Egypt's
honored.
The speaker will be Faith
role in the Islamic world," Davis says.
Gabelnick, Honors College.
About two-thirds of the group's time
Demetrakopoulos, a member of the
will be spent in Cairo. The remainder
Department of English faculty since
will be spent on excursions to the Suez
1971, has a distinguished record as both
a teacher and scholar in her field. She
has taught numerous
courses that
examine women's place in literature.
She also is the author of "Listening to
Our
Bodies: The Rebirth of Feminine
Editor:
Ruth A. Stevens: Staff Writers:
Cheryl P.
Wisdom" and other publications.
In
Roland, Michael L. Smith; Photol:rapher:
'eil G.
Rankin
1987, she co-authored with Karla F.
Holloway, . a former Department of
Western 'ews (USPS 362·2J(1) is published by the
English colleague, the book, "New
Office of Public Information, 8·207 Ellsworth Hall,
Dimensions in Spirituality:
Bi-Racial
WeMcm \1ichigan
Lniversity,
Kalamazoo,
\III
4900X·5165, weekly during fall and winter semesters
Readings of Toni Morrison's Novels."
and bi-weekly during ~pring and summer ~essions.
Her current work in progress is titled
CX(;Cpt during vacation period!'.. Sc(;ond dass postage
"Entangled Spirits:
Women in the
paid at KalamaZCK), MI4900X-5165.
Bondage of Addiction."
POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to Western
Demetrakopoulos has been a member
News, Office of Public
Inforniation,
Western
of many University committees and the
Michigan Lniversity, Kalamazoo, \11 4'XXJX-5165.
featured
speaker
at literature
and
Western
'ews
is distribuled
withoul charge 10
theology conferences. For several years,
faculty and staff members, relirees, members of the
she served on the Canterbury Day Care
Parcnt~ As!\o<.:iation anti other friends of the
Center board of trustees and is currently
Univcr,ity int:luding students, who may obtain <.:opic,
on the executive committee of the Alano
at ,cvcral <.:ampu, hx.:ations.
Club, where she regularly sponsors
Headline:
Item, 10 be considered for publication
women in early sobriety. She' also
should be submitted
to the Office of Public
participates in area art shows as a fiber
Information
hy noon Tuc"Jay
of the wcck of
artist and lectures on dyeing, weaving
puhlic.:ation. OfTic.:c, that rcc.:civc too many <.:opics .or tlK) few copies _. arc asked to call 3X7-4ICXI.
and designing.
WMU is an equal opportunity/affirmative
action
The seven nominees that will be
institution.
honored are: Susan Caringella-Mac-

non-western
culture" he said, "the
University has a large number of faculty
members with expertise in the areas of
Islamic and Arab studies who are eager
to expand their knowledge."
The Joseph J. Malone Faculty Fellows
Program was established in 1984 and is
named for a noted educator, historian
and author.
The program goal is to
provide American educators with an
opportunity to visit the Arab world and
experience first-hand the Arab culture
and its people.
Participants
are
encouraged to share, their experiences
with their communities after 'they return
to the United States. The program is one
of several outreach efforts sponsored by
the National Council on U.S.-Arab
Relations, a non-profit organization
based in Washington, D.C.

Commission selects 'Woman of the Year'
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Donald, sociology; Evalyn T'- Dearmin,
associate dean of the Col1ege of
Education; Elissa L. Gatlin, Center for
Human Services; Barbara S. Havira,
social science and Women's Studies
Program; Helenan S. Robin, political
science; Janet E. Stillwell, associate dean
of the Col1ege of Fine Arts; and
Christine
G.
Zimmer,
University
Wel1ness Programs.
Persons may make reservations for the
luncheon by sending a check, payable to
the Women's Commission/WMU,
for
$6.25 per person to Hazel L. Starcher,
Col1ege of Health and Human Services,
124 Henry Hall, by Friday, April 8.

Mail to students
needs to arrive sooner
University departments may need to
change the way they're trying to reach
students in the residence halls by mail
near the end of the semester.
"Literally dozens, if not hundreds of
letters from departments are delivered to
students on the last day or two of the
semester through campus mail," says
Robert H. Peterson, residence hall
facilities. "By that time the students may
have departed.
"In these cases, the letter is returned to
the department which asssumes there is
some error and resubmits it to the hal1,"
he says. "This goes in a circle two to
three times before it dawns on the
department that it has to place postage on
it and send it to the student's home
address."
Peterson suggests that departments
shift to using the students'
home
addresses and begin using U.S .. mail as
early as the week before examinations.
He says letters should arrive in the
residence halls no later than the day
before the last date of classes.

Gregory

Brewster

The idea for the gathering was
conceived by the Office of Academic
Affairs/Special Programs because of the
numerous requests for information and
assistance it receives about its successful
Minority Mentor/Mentee Program. Now
in its seventh year, the program pairs
WMU faculty and staff mentors with
students. Its goal is to retain minority
freshmen who might otherwise drop out
of school.
"We recognized the need for faculty,
staff and students to meet and exchange
information,
research
and
results
concerning mentoring programs," said
Griselda Daniel, academic affairs/special
programs.
The conference wil1 begin at 10:30
a.m. Monday, April 18, with a welcome
by Provost George M. Dennison. Larry
Brewster,
founder
of the national
marketing strategy firm of L.S. Brewster
and Co., will present the opening
address. He will speak on "Being Your
Own Mentor" in the East Bal1room of
the student center.
Among the other speakers will be Jim
Neubacher, who writes a column on
handicapper needs for the Detroit Free
Press. He will discuss accommodation,
employment
and
mentoring
for
handicappers during a session at 1:30
p.m. Tuesday, April 19, in the West
Ballroom of the student center.
The cost for the conference is $150 for
the first registration from an institution
and
$135
for
each
subsequent
registration.
Students wil1 be charged
$75.
For more information
and
registration, persons should call the
Office of Conferences and Institutes in
the Division of Continuing Education by
Monday, April II, at 7-4174.

Take a world tour at
International Night
The University community will be
able to take a world tour in a single
evening
during
the
29th
annual
International Night Friday, April 8.
The event will run from 6 to 10 p.m. in
the East Bal1room of the Bernhard
Student Center. Displays on some 90
countries, information on travel, study
and
employment
abroad,
ethnic
entertainment
and an international
tasting tea will be featured in this free
event.
The night is sponsored by the Foreign
Study Office, a unit of the Office of
International Education and Programs.
More than 300 persons will serve as
consultants at cultural and travel display
tables. Free information will be given
away on such topics as passports,
hosteling,
University
study abroad
programs
and high school foreign
exchange programs.
Many of Western's
international
students will attend, dressed in their
native costumes and displaying items
related to their cultures.
For those who would rather eat their
way around the world, there's the
international tasting tea sponsored by the
Bernhard Student Center Board. Tea and
various "finger foods" from many
regions of the world will be available for
sampling.
International entertainment by dancing
and singing groups also will be provided.

Peace Corps interviews set
A representative from the Peace Corps
will be on campus from I to 5 p.m.
Thursday, April 7, to interview students
who might be interested in Joining. She
will be available in Career Planning and
Placement Services on the first floor of
Ellsworth Hall. Interested persons should
sign up there in advance.
Persons with questions may contact
campus representative
Keith Queen,
international education and programs, at
7-2646 from I to 3 p.m. Thursdays.
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Asian Forum attracts international speakers
"Asian Security Issues" will be the
focus of an April 8-9 forum at Western
that will draw experts from around the
globe to the Bernhard Student Center.
The Asian Forum, the second such
gathering held at Western , is being
organized by the Asian Studies
Committee and the Institute of
Government and Politics. It will include
panel discussions and presentations by
guest speakers on topics covering a wide
spectrum of issues concerning Southeast
Asia, Japan , the Persian Gulf, India and
Pakistan.
Among forum highlights will be a
noon Friday, April 8, luncheon address
by Yu V. Gankovsky of the Academy of
Sciences in the Soviet Uni6n , who will
speak on "Continuity and Change in the
Soviet
Union's
Asian
Policy."
Gankovsky is a member of the
academy's Middle East Department in
the Institute of Oriental Studies.
Discussing the issues in four panel
presentations
will
be
speakers
representing univers1t1es across the
country, as well as those in Pakistan, the
Philippines and Japan.
Each panel
discussion will be chaired by a WMU
faculty member and will feature talks be
three Asian experts followed by
commentary from WMU and Kalamazoo
College faculty members.
The forum will open at 9:30 a.m. on
Friday, April 8, in 208 with an
introduction by Lawrence Ziring,
political science and Institute of
Government and Politics. Following a
welcome
by
Dean
Norman
C.
Greenberg, international education and
Jlrograms, the first panel discussion will

focus on "National Security and
Domestic Politics."
Two
Friday
afternoon
panel
discussions in the same room will
examine "Asian Security and the
Regional Balance of Power" and "Asia's
Divided Nations:
The Insecurity of
Disunion."
The Friday program will continue with
a 7 p.m. dinner and speech by
Greenberg, who will discuss "Personal
Experiences of the Last 40 years in
China."
His presentation will be
followed by a concert by the Western
Brass Quintet, a group of faculty
members that toured China last October.
The final panel discussion of the
forum, "The Superpowers and Asian
Security," will begin at 9 a.m. , Saturday,
April 9, in the Martin Luther King Jr.
Room. Closing comments by Susan B.
Hannah, assistant vice president for
academic affairs, and by C.I. Eugene
Kim , political science, who chairs the
Asian Studies Committee, will conclude
the forum.
All panel discussions are open to the
public without charge. Luncheon and
dinner presentations, which will take
place in the President's Dining Room,
are open to the public but reservations
must be made through the Institute of
Government and Politics at 7-5702.
The forum is sponsored by the
Kalamazoo Consortium for Higher
Education and these WMU units: the
College of Arts and Sciences; the
College of Arts and Sciences Speakers'
Fund; the Division of Student Services;
the Asian Studies Committee; and the
Institute of Government and Politics.

Gilchrist to address writers' conference
Author and National Public Radio
commentator Ellen Gilchrist will present
a reading as part of the first Western
Michigan Writers ' Conference Thursday
through Sunday, April 7-10, at the
University.
Gilchrist will read from her works at 8
p.m. Saturday, April 9, in 2750 Knauss
Hall. The reading is open to the public
free of charge.
Hailed by United Press International
as "one of the South 's most creative
writers," Gilchrist is the author of a
novel and several short stories. She
wrote "In the Land of Dreamy Dreams"
and "Victory Over Japan ," and won the
American Book A ward for Fiction for
the latter collectiOn of short stories in
1984.
This past November, her book "Falling
Through Space" was published by Little,
Brown and Co. Written in the form of a
journal, it is taken primarily from her
National Public Radio broadcasts.
Gilchrist also will participate in a
session with students who have signed
up for the writing conference. Students
had to submit manuscripts and be
selected to participate in the conference,
which is designed to help them improve
their writing ski ll s.
In addition to the workshops
scheduled for registered conference

NIGHT AND DAY DIFFERENCE ••
Judy Walters, administrative secretary in the ombudsman's office, says
the best part of her job is seeing the
difference in people when they come
into her office and when they leave.
"Often, when people come into this
office, they don't know where to turn.
They're upset, cynical and ready to
give up," she says. "Their outlook is
totally different when they leave our
office." From her office on the second
floor of the Bernhard Student Center,
Walters is the support staff for the
ombudsman •• an intervention agent
and impartial person who helps
students, faculty and staff resolve
academic and non-academic problems.
In
addition,
Walters
provides
secretarial support for the nearby
Office of Faculty Development. In the
ombudsman's office, she also screens
persons who make appointments with
Beverly A. Belson. "I make sure Dr.
Belson is the person they need to see
and find out if they have seen anyone
else before coming to our office," she

participants, there will be several events
besides Gilchrist 's reading that will be
free and open to the puhlic.
They include: a roundtable on essay
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, April
7; faculty readings from 8:40 to 10:15
p.m . Thursday... April 7; a roundtabl_e, on
fiction from 3 to 5 p.m. Friday, April 8;
faculty readings from 7 to 9 p.m. Friday,
April 8; a roundtable on poetry from I to
2:55 p.m. Saturday, April 9; faculty
readings from I to I :45 p.m. Sunday,
April I 0; and student readings from 2 to
4 p.m. Sunday, April I 0.
All roundtables will be in 3321 Brown
Hall , while the faculty and student
readings will take place in the I Oth floor
lounge of Sprau Tower. Several WMU
faculty members will be participating.

PRINTING CENTER DEDICATED •• Representatives of state government, the
printing industry and the family of the late Sen. Robert A. Welborn attended the
March 25 dedication of the Printing Management and Research Center in
Welborn Hall. Here, Jane Welborn, wife of the late state senator, and Alfred L.
Edwards of Ann Arbor, chairperson of the Board of Trustees, unveil the replica
of the dedicatory plaque that was given to Mrs. Welborn. The center is designed
to serve the instructional needs of undergraduate students, industrial clients
seeking printing research facilities and seminar participants in paper and
printing.

Exchange _ _ _ _ _ __
FOR HIRE -- The Student Employment
Referral Service offers free job
listings for temporary work, as
well as full- and part-time
positions. If you have short-term
positions open or just need odd
jobs such as housecleaning or
yardwork done, please contact the
office between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.
weekdays at 7-2725.
FOR RENT BY THE WEEK -Furnished vacation home near
Rudyard, Mich., on the eastern end
of the Upper Peninsula. Excellent
for a family vacation. Sleeps six.

Hoops to speak on Argentina
"Populist Dictators and Traditional
Power Holders: A Case Study from
Argentina" will be the topic of a lecture
by Terry Hoops, anthropology, at 8 p.m.
Tuesday, April 5, in 3760 Knauss Hall.
Hoops is a Latin America specialist who
lived, attended public schools and
conducted
extensive
research
m
Argentina.

Personnel
Staff training seminars offered
Business communication is human
interaction, and effective skills in this
area involve more than just stringing
words together. Learn about these skills
in "Business Writing with Style and
Purpose," a two-part workshop set for
8:30 to II :30 a.m. Tuesdays, April 5 and
12, in 204 Bernhard Student Center.
Instructor Debbie A. Renshaw,
business information systems, will

discuss how to write, and when writing,
telephoning or face-to-face communication is most apt to produce the results
you want. There is a $25 fee for this
workshop.
"Employment Procedures,"
the
fourth part of the Business Principles and
Practices series, will be offered from
8:30 to 11 :30 a.m. Wednesday, April 6,
in the Red Rooms of the Bernhard
Student Center. Sue Rodia, employment, will outline the employment
process from the requisition for employment to filling the position.
To reserve a seat in these classes, call
Bea Valentine at 7-3620.

New applications not accepted for
food service and maintenance jobs
The employment office has
announced that beginning Friday,
April I, it will not be accepting new
applications for food service and
maintenance jobs. This situation will
continue throughout the summer
lay-off period when students are not
in all the residence halls.

says. "Sometimes it helps for them
just to have somebody to talk to." She
says some people -- especially students
-- are under the impression that it
could harm their grade by coming to
the ombudsman's office. "Anything
said in our office is confidential and no
person will suffer any penalty because
they seek assistance from the
ombudsman," she says.

Senate _ __
The Research Policies Council of the
Faculty Senate will meet at 3 p.m.
Thursday, April 7, in Conference Room
A on the third floor of the Seibert
Administration Building. Agenda items
include a discussion of the Intellectual
Property Policy and a report from the
rONA Committee.

Located near many attractions such
as Mackinac Island, Soo Locks,
Algoma Central Railroad and Lake
Michigan and Huron beaches. $125
per week,
$25
deposit for
reservation. Call Max Benne, (616)
651 -8718.
NEEDED -- Children's books for ages
6-12 for an after-school program in
the campus apartments. Drop off
WMU
Campus
books
at
Apartments, 3702 Faunce Student
Services Building, or call 7-2175.

Jobs _ __
The listing below is currently being
posted by the University employment
office. Interested regular full-time or
part-time employees should submit a job
opportunities application during the
posting period.
S-Ol and S-02 clerical positions are
not required to be posted. Interested
University employees may contact the
employment office for assistance in
securing these positions.
(R) Fitter I (I Position), M-5, Univ .
Fac./Maint. Svcs., 87/88-257, 3/294/4/88.
(R) Carpenter (I Position), M-5 ,
Univ. Fac./Maint. Svcs., 87/88-258,
3/29-4/4/88.
(R) Programmer Analyst, X-05, Data
Processing, 87/88-259, 3/29-4/4/88.
(R/N) Applic. Programmer (2
Positions), X-04, Data Processing,
87/88-260, 3/29-4/4/88.
(N) New Position
(R) Replacement
WMU is an EEO/AA employer

Media _ __
Lawrence
Schlack,
educational
leadership,
discusses
a
multiple
intelligence curriculum fm: the 21st
century on "Focus," a five-minute radio
interview produced by the Office of
Public Information.
"Focus" is
scheduled to air Saturday, April 2, at
6:10a.m. on WKPR-AM (1420) and at
12:25 p.m. on WKZO-AM (590).

Did you know?
Did you know that the University's
average postal expenditures are:
Daily -- $2,550
Weekly-- $12,752
Monthly -- $51,008
Annually-- $612,096?
Quantitatively, the average number of
pieces of mail handled by the University
postal service is:
Daily-- 12,377
Weekly-- 61,883
Monthly-- 247,530
Annually -- 2,970,860.
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Calendar _______________________________________
MARCH
Thursday/31
(thru April 15) Exhibition of photography by Helen Handelsman, instructor,
Kalamazoo Valley Community College and Kalamazoo Art Center, and
graduate student, WMU, 1240 Seibert Administration Building, weekdays, 8
a.m.-noon and I to 5 p.m.
(thru April 8) Voice Mail training, Training Rooms A and B, basement, Bernhard
Student Center, weekdays, 8:30 a.m., 10 a.m., I p.m. and 3 p.m. For
appointment, call 7-0924.
·
(thru April 15) Exhibition, "Constantine Visits Kalamazoo," Greg Constantine,
Space Gallery, Knauss Hall , weekdays, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Thurs. , March 31 , slide
lecture, 2750 Knauss Hall, 12:30 p.m.
(thru April 14) Exhibition of recent paintings and drawings, Joseph V. DeLuca, art,
Gallery II, Sangren Hall , weekdays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and Sun., April 10, 2-5 p.m.
Staff training seminar, "Interaction Management -- Improving Employee
Performance," 204 Bernhard Student Center, 8:30 a.m.-noon.
Visiting Scholars Program research and clinical seminar, "Implications of Howard
Gardner's Theories for Clinical Applications," Howard E. Gardner, professor of
education, Harvard University's Graduate School of Education, and co-director,
Harvard Project Zero, Dalton Center Recital Hall, I 0-11 :30 a.m.
Visiting Scholars Program and Center for the Study of Ethics in Society lectures
by Bernard Gert, Stone Professor of Moral and Intellectual Philosophy and
co-director of the Institute for the Study of Applied and Professional Ethics,
Dartmouth College; "Criteria and Psychological Terms," 3020 Friedmann Hall,
10 a.m.; and "Moral Rules and Moral Ideals: A Critique of the Golden Rule,"
Fetzer Center, 7:30p.m.
Doctoral oral examination, "A Study of Licensed Psychologists and the Problem of
Addressing Spiritual/Religious Issues in Therapy," Suzanne L. Brennan,
counselor education and counseling psychology, Tate Center, 3210 Sangren
Hall, 10:30 a.m.
Spring Into Wellness Week activities:
workshop, "College Students'
Drinking-Driving Problems: What Should We Be Doing?," Faculty Lounge,
Bernhard Student Center, noon-! p.m.; program, "Overcoming Habits,
Dependencies and Addictions: The 12 Step Program, Introduced and Applied,"
Peace Center, Wesley Foundation, 7-8:30 p.m.
President Haenicke's open office hours, 3060 Seibert Administration Building,
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Staff training seminar, "Pay and Performance: Options and Opportunities," Ann
Houser, personnel, 204 Bernhard Student Center, I :30-4:30 p.m.
Workshop, "Introduction to Job Search II," Career Planning and Placement
Services, first floor, B-wing, Ellsworth Hall, 3-4:30 p.m.; advance registration
recommended.
Meeting, Admissions, Financial Aid and Student Services Council of the Faculty
Senate, Conference Room A, third floor, Seibert Administration Building, 3
p.m.
University film series, "Day of Wrath (Vredens Dag)," Carl Dreyer, director, 2750
Knauss Hall, 4: 15 and 8 p.m.
Women 's History Month event, reading/performance/workshop, "Poco y Mas:
Her Stories," Elizabeth Kerlikowski and Ike Vasquez, religion, 1114 Brown
Hall , 7 p.m.
APRIL
Friday/1
Good Friday, classes recessed all day.
Women 's track, WMU vs. the University of Detroit, Kanley Track, 10 a.m.
Baseball, WMU vs. Saginaw Valley State University in a doubleheader, Hyames
Field, I p.m.
Saturday/2
·
Women ' s tennis, WMU vs. the University of Hawaii, Gary Center, II a.m.
Baseball, WMU vs. Valparaiso University in a doubleheader, Hyames Field,
p.m.
Monday/4
Deadline for submission of completed, signed and departmentally approved copies
of dissertations, projects and theses to the Graduate College for April
graduation.
Workshop, "Creating Effective Resumes and Letters," Career Planning and
Placement Services, first floor, B-wing, Ellsworth Hall, noon-! :30 p.m.;
advance registration recommended.
Staff training seminar, benefits orientation for new PIT/A staff members and
faculty members , 204 Bernhard Student Center, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Student string recital, violinist and violist Tania Campos, Dalton Center Lecture
Hall, 8 p.m.
Tuesday/5
*(and 12) Staff training seminar, "Business Writing with Style and Purpose,"
Debbie Renshaw, business information systems, 204 Bernhard Student Center,
8:30-11 :30 a.m.
Staff training seminar, benefits orientation for new employees, Red Room A,
Bernhard Student Center; AFSCME, 10 a.m.-noon; CIT, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Softball, WMU vs. Central Michigan University, doubleheader, Ebert Field, 2 p.m.
Collegium Musicum, director Matthew Steel, Dalton Center Lecture Hall, 8 p.m.
Anthropology lecture, "Populist Dictators and Traditional Power Holders: A Case
Study from Argentina," Terry Hoops, anthropology, 3760 Knauss Hall , 8 p.m.
Wednesday/6
Staff training seminar, "Business Principles and Practices IV, Employment
Procedures," Sue Rodia, employment, Red Rooms, Bernhard Student Center,
8:30-11 :30 a.m.
*Clerical/Technical Organization 's spring luncheon, North Ballroom, Bernhard
Student Center, noon- !: 15 p.m.
Workshop, "Introduction to Job Search 1," Career Planning and Placement
Services, first floor, B-wing, Ellsworth Hall, 3-4 p.m.; advance registration
recommended.
Workshop on AIDS and the Employee Assistance Program for all University
employees, Red Rooms, Bernhard Student Center, 3-4 p.m. (AIDS) and
4: I0-4:45 p.m. (EAP).
Student voice recital, soprano Larissa Gleason and baritone Adam Wurst, Dalton
Center Lecture Hall, 8 p.m.
*Concert, Jazz Combo Night, Dalton Center Recital Hall, 8 p.m.
Thursday/7
Staff training seminar, "Interaction Management IH - Improving Work Habits,"
204 Bernhard Student Center, 8:30 a.m.-noon.
*Social workers workshop, "Principles and Techniques of Crisis Intervention,"
Thomas Blakely, social work, Fetzer Center, 12:30-5 p.m.
*Workshop, "Professional Interview Training," Career Planning and Placement
Services, first floor, B-wing, Ellsworth Hall, 2-3:30 p.m.; advance registration
recommended. *Deposit refundable.
Meeting, Research Policies Council of the Faculty Senate, Conference Room A,
third floor, Seibert Administration Building, 3 p.m.
Mathematics and statistics colloquium, "Fixed Points in Sufficiently Smooth
Banach Spaces," Barry Turett, Oakland University, Commons Room, sixth
floor, Everett Tower, 4: 10 p.m.; refreshments, 3:45 p.m.

Presidential Scholars Convocation, Fetzer Center, 5:30p.m.
(thru 10) West Michigan Writers ' Conference; public events -- Thur. , Apr. 7:
roundtable discussion on essay, 3321 Brown Hall , 6:30-8:30 p.m.; faculty
reading, lOth floor lounge, Sprau Tower, 8:40-10:15 p.m.; Fri., Apr. ,_ 8:
roundtable discussion on fiction , 3321 Brown Hall, 3-5 p.m.; faculty readmg,
lOth floor lounge, Sprau Tower, 7-9 p.m.; Sat., Apr. 9: roundtable discussion
on poetry, 3321 Brown Hall, 1-2:55 p.m.; guest reading, Ellen Gilchrist, author
and commentator on National Public Radio, 2750 Knauss Hall , 8-9 p.m.; Sun.,
Apr. I 0: faculty readings, lOth floor lounge, Sprau Tower, 1-1 :45 p.m.; and
student readings, lOth floor lounge, Sprau Tower, 2-4 p.m.
University film series, "Gertrud," Carl Dreyer, director, 2750 Knauss Hall , 4: 15
and 8 p.m.
*Beethoven Series Concert, Manhattan String Quartet, Dalton Center Recital Hall,
8p.m.
.
*(and 8, 9, 14, 15 and 16) Comedy, "Biloxi Blues," Shaw Theatre, 8 p.m. ; matmee,
April 10, 2 p.m.
*Admission charged

CAREER FAIR-- Nancy E. Van Ness, center, a freshman from Grand Rapids,
was among the 2,000 persons checking out job opportunities at the lOth annual
Career Fair March 23. Representing one of the 100 organizations that set up
booths in the ballrooms of the Bernhard Student Center was Sherry L. Green,
left, employee relations specialist for the Community Mental Health Board in
Lansing. Designed for all area college and university students and the general
public, the goal of the fair was to bring together job candidates and recruiters
from leading employers in business, industry, education, health and human
services, government and communications, according to Debora K. Gant, right,
Career Planning and Placement Services. who coordinated the event.

Get 'the dirt' on your dirt at soil laboratory
Greenhouse operators and home
gardeners preparing for the upcoming
growing season can now quickly get the
information they need to help improve
their yields.
Western is offering a service to supply
them with "the dirt" on their dirt.
WMU 's
Horticultural
Economic
Development Center has opened a soil
analysis laboratory.
The center is
accepting soil samples to be analyzed for
pH, soluble salts and elements such as
calcium, magnesium, nitrates , phosphorous and potassium. The turnaround
time is three days, so that growers can
quickly correct any problems.
Michael E. Byrne, co-director of the
center, says that maintaining the proper
balance of ingredients in the soil can
have a big effect on growing potential,
both in the commercial greenhouse and
the backyard garden.
"Not only is testing soil of benefit if
there are problems, but a regular testing
program can help to maintain a balanced
level of nutrients for optimum
availability,
plant
growth
and
productivity -- whether in an artificial
soil as is used in greenhouses or in
conventional field soils," he says.
The center also is offering water
sample testing through WMU's new
Water Sciences Institute.
Knowing
what ' s in the water irrigating the plants
also is important, according to center
co-director Gina M. Antoniotti. "The
water analysis may dictate some
fertilizer application adjustments to
prevent too little or too much of certain
elements," she says.
The services have been set up
primarily to help the area horticultural
industries. Byrne and Antoniotti say
Southwest Michigan growers rank first
in the nation in the production of
bedding plants. They add that those
growers have an urgent need for fast,
comprehensive testing of soil and water.

However, home gardeners also are
invited to take advantage of the analyses.
There is a nominal charge for the
services.
For a rate schedule and information on
how to submit samples to the center,
persons should call 7-2841.

C/TO spring luncheon set
Reservations are due Friday, April I,
for the Clerical/Technical Organization ' s
annual spring luncheon. The event is
scheduled for noon to 1: 15 p.m.
Wednesday, April 6, in the North
Ballroom of the Bernhard Student
Center.
The speaker will be Donald E.
Thompson, assistant vice president for
academic affairs and chief research
C/TO officer nominees for
officer.
1988-89 will be announced and door
prizes will be given away.
Reservations are $6 and should be
made with Doris J. Moore, Center for
Women's Services, at 7-2990.

Two win history awards
Students from the Department of
History captured awards in three of five
possible categories for research papers
presented at the March 26 regional
meeting of Phi Alpha Theta, the
international honor society for history.
The award for outstanding paper by an
undergraduate went to Alex J. Molnar
III, a sophomore from Parchment, for his
study of the rise of the Waldensian
heresy. A work by Carol J. Rizzo of
Kalamazoo was a co-winner of the award
for outstanding paper by a graduate
student. The piece, titled "The Mystery
of the Memmingen Air Raid 18 July,
1944: An Historian's Search for the
Missing Pieces," also won best paper in
the category of 20th century United
Sta!~s and Europe_an h_istory_.

